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6HUPRQ�

�
1PEG�KP�CYJKNG��CNOQUV�CU�VJG�RTQQH�YG�PGGF�VJCV�)QF�GZKUVU��VJG�PGCT�

KORQUUKDNG�JCRRGPU�UWEJ�CU�C�VTWN[�FGUGTXKPI�HKNO�CEVWCNN[�YKPPKPI�VJG�#ECFGO[�
#YCTFU��6JG� ���#YCTFU�QHHGTGF�UWEJ�PGCT�RTQQH�YKVJ�%NKPV�'CUVYQQF U�9GUVGTP�
7PHQTIKXGP��7PHQTIKXGP�JCU�QPG�QH�VJG�DGUV�OQXKG�NKPGU�QH�CNN�VKOG��+V U�CV�VJG�GPF�QH�VJG�
OQXKG�CHVGT�'CUVYQQF�JCU�UJQV�JKU�YC[�KPVQ�VJG�VQYP U�UCNQQP�DGECWUG�VJG[�JCXG��CU�JG�
RWVU�KV��WUGF�JKU�DGUV�HTKGPF��/QTICP�(TGGFOCP�� VQ�FGEQTCVG�VJGKT�UVQTG�YKPFQY� �
)GPG�*CEMOCP��VJG�VQYP U�UJGTKHH��NKGU�HNCV�QP�JKU�DCEM�YQWPFGF��WPCTOGF��WPFGT�
'CUVYQQF U�FQWDNG�DCTTGNGF�UJQV�IWP�RNGCFKPI�� +�FQP V�FGUGTXG�VJKU� �'CUVYQQF U�TGRN[��
� &GUGTXG �FQGUP V�JCXG�CP[VJKPI�VQ�FQ�YKVJ�KV� �

�
1WT�UETKRVWTG�TGCFKPIU�VJKU�OQTPKPI�QHHGT�WU�VYQ�RQTVTCKVU�QH�WPFGUGTXGF�

UWHHGTKPI��9G�TGECNN�VJCV�CV�VJG�DGIKPPKPI�QH�VJG�$QQM�QH�,QD�DQVJ�)QF�CPF�JC�5CVCP��
VJG�#FXGTUCT[��CEMPQYNGFIG�VJCV�,QD�KU�KPPQEGPV��WPFGUGTXKPI�QH�VJG�RJ[UKECN�CPF�
GOQVKQPCN�CHHNKEVKQP�JG�YKNN�TGEGKXG��#PF�KP�VJG�)QURGN�QH�/CTM��YJKNG�NKVVNG�KU�CEVWCNN[�
UCKF�CDQWV�VJG�DNKPF�OCP�$CTVKOCG WU��VJG�RGQRNG�KP�,GUWU �VKOG�EQOOQPN[�
OKUWPFGTUVQQF�RJ[UKECN�FKUCDKNKVKGU�CU�RWPKUJOGPV�HQT�UKP� �CP�CPEKGPV�CUUWORVKQP�VJCV�
VJGUG�XGTUGU�KP�/CTM�CKOGF�VQ�EQTTGEV��+P�CFFKVKQP��JQYGXGT��VQ�VJKU�KODCNCPEG�QH�
MPQYKPI�NKVVNG�CDQWV�VJG�DNKPF�OCP�YJKNG��KP�EQPVTCUV��YG�JCXG����EJCRVGTU�VQ�VGNN�WU�
CDQWV�,QD��VJG�JGCNKPI�QH�VJG�DNKPF�OCP�CRRGCTU��CV�NGCUV�VQ�OG��ITCEKQWUN[�HKVVKPI�YJKNG�
VJG� JCRRKN[�GXGT�CHVGT �GPFKPI�HQT�,QD�NGCXGU�OCP[�QH�WU�XGT[�FKUUCVKUHKGF��+V�CRRGCTU��
KPUVGCF��OQTG�NKMG�TGUVKVWVKQP�D[�)QF�TCVJGT�VJCP�VTWG�TGUVQTCVKQP�HQT�YJCV�,QD�
GPFWTGF�� 5QTT[�[QW�NQUV�CNN�QH�[QWT�HCOKN[��JGKTNQQOU��CPF�VJG�HCTO��,QD��DWV�JGTG U�
CPQVJGT�JQWUG��PGY�YKHG��DKIIGT�UGV�QH�MKFU��CPF�ECT �YG NN�GXGP�VJTQWIJ�KP�VJCV�
EQPUQNCVKQP�RTK\G�QH�C�DQVVNG�QH�VWTVNG�YCZ� �#PF�[GV��FGURKVG�VJGUG�VYQ�KODCNCPEGU��
DQVJ�QH�VJGUG�TGCFKPIU�UJCTG�C�UGV�QH�XGT[�CODKIWQWU�YQTFU��HTQO�,QD�VQ�)QF�CPF�HTQO�
,GUWU�VQ�VJG�DNKPF�OCP��YJKEJ�OWVWCNN[�UGTXG�CU�C�MG[�VQ�WPFGTUVCPFKPI�DQVJ�UVQTKGU��

�
� /CP[�EQOOGPVCTKGU�RQKPV�QWV�VJCV�VJG�QNFGT�XGTUKQP�QH�,QD U�UVQT[�CEVWCNN[�
CRRGCTU�VQ�GPF�YKVJ�,QD U�URGGEJ�KP���������6JG�*GDTGY�RQGVT[�GPFU�JGTG�VQ�QPN[�HGGF�
KPVQ�VJG�RTQUG�QH�CP�GRKNQIWG�QT�CRRGPFKZ��6JKU� JCRRKN[�GXGT�CHVGT �RTQUG�KP����������
OCVEJGU�VJG� QPEG�WRQP�C�VKOG �RTQUG�KP�VJG�DGIKPPKPI�QH�VJG�UVQT[��*QYGXGT��CUKFG�
HTQO�VJG�RQGVT[�QH�CP�QNFGT�XGTUKQP�QH�,QD�PGUVNGF�DGVYGGP�VJG�DQQMGPF�NKMG�RTQUG�CV�
VJG�DGIKPPKPI�CPF�VJG�GPF��YG�GPEQWPVGT�C�PQVCDNG�FKUVKPEVKQP�YKVJ�QWT�TGCFKPI�VJKU�
OQTPKPI�CPF�VJG�DQQM U�RTQUCKE�RTGHCEG�

�

�4GOGODGT�VJCV�CV�VJG�DGIKPPKPI�QH�VJG�UVQT[�
)QF�CPF�JC�5CVCP�GPVGT�KPVQ�C�YCIGT�YJGTG�)QF�CNNQYU�VJG�#FXGTUCT[�VQ�KPHNKEV�
UWHHGTKPI�WRQP�,QD��JQYGXGT��KP�XGTUG�������VJG�GXKN�VJCV�DGHGNN�WRQP�,QD�KU�CVVTKDWVGF�
PQV�VQ�JC�5CVCP�DWV�FKTGEVN[�VQ�)QF��,QD��VJTQWIJQWV�VJG�UVQT[��RTQENCKOU�JKU�

                                                 
1 For a poetic reading of the Book of Job in English see Stephen Mitchell, The Book of Job (San 

Francisco, California: HarperCollins Publishes, 1992) or, for a more liberal version, Archibald MacLeish, 
J.B.: A Play in Verse (New York: New York, Samuel French, Inc., 1956).  



“Desert ing Just  Desert ”  Garry Sparks, guest  preacher for  Wellington Avenue UCC, Chicago I L 
Oct . 29, 2006, 21st Sunday after  Pentecost  (Proper 25B/ OrdinaryB)  
(also week of Reformat ion Sunday and All Saints/ Souls Day)  
Readings:  Job 42: 1-6, 10-17 and Mark 10: 46-52 
 

 2

KPPQEGPEG�CPF�FGOCPFU�LWUVKEG��CP�CEEQWPVKPI��PQV�HTQO�JC�5CVCP�DWV�HTQO�)QF�
�

�
0QVCDN[��DQVJ�,QD�CPF�VJG�PCTTCVQT�EQPUKUVGPVN[�TGHGT�VQ�)QF�D[�VJG�UCETGF�PCOG�HQT�
VJG�)QF�QH�LWUVKEG�YJKEJ�,WFCKUO�UVKNN�EQPUKFGTU�VQQ�JQN[�VQ�RTQPQWPEG�CPF�QPN[�YTKVGU�
KV�CU�;*9*�
hw"Ühy��CPF�TGHGTTGF�VQ�KP�QWT�UETKRVWTG�CU�VJG�VKVNG�.14&�QT�#FQPCK��
� +P�TGEGPV�[GCTU�VJKU�YC[�QH�URGCMKPI�VQ�CPF�CDQWV�)QF�JCU�DGGP�UQHVGPGF��#�
ENQUG�HTKGPF�QH�OKPG��KP�C�JGCVGF�FKUEWUUKQP�CDQWV�NKVWTI[��QPEG�CUMGF�OG�KH�+�EQWNF�
FGHKPG� YQTUJKR �KP�QPN[�VJTGG�YQTFU��+�EQPHGUUGF�VJCV�+�EQWNFP V�� 2TCKUKPI�)QF�
VQIGVJGT� �UJG�CPUYGTGF�� 5Q��YJCV�CDQWV�NCOGPV! �+�TGRNKGF��5Q�OWEJ�QH�QWT�
EQPVGORQTCT[�EJWTEJGU�QPN[�GORJCUK\G�VJG� RTCKUKPI � �RTCKUG�OWUKE��RTCKUG�UGTXKEGU��
26.�QT� 2TCKUG�VJG�.QTF �VGNGXKUKQP�PGVYQTM�QH�,KO�CPF�6COO[�(C[G�$CMGT��,GTT[�
(CNYGNN��CPF�VJG�NKMG� �VJCV�,QD��KP�VJG�GPF��KU�QHVGP�TGCF�CU�JCXKPI�CEVGF�
KPCRRTQRTKCVGN[��#U�KH� JG�UJQWNFP V�JCXG�URQMGP�VQ�)QF�VJCV�YC[� �*CXKPI�C�PWODGT�
QH�HTKGPFU�YJQ�FQ�JQURKVCN�EJCRNCKPE[�+�YCU�TGEGPVN[�VQNF�C�UVQT[�CDQWV�QPG�RCTVKEWNCT�
EJCRNCKP�YJQ�YQTMGF�YKVJ�C�RCVKGPV��C�[QWPI�IKTN��YJQ�GXGPVWCNN[�UWHHGTGF�C�NQPI�CPF�
RCKPHWN�FGCVJ��7RQP�JGT�FGCVJ�VJG�RCVKGPV U�OQVJGT�JGCFGF�VQ�VJG�JQURKVCN U�OGFKVCVKXG�
ICTFGP�CPF�RTQEGGFGF�VQ�JWTN�TQEMU�CV�VJG�UVCVWG�QH�VJG�8KTIKP�/CT[��0CVWTCNN[��
UGEWTKV[�YCU�ECNNGF��DWV�LWUV�DGHQTG�VJG[�EQWNF�TGCEJ�JGT�VJG�EJCRNCKP�KPVGTXGPGF��
&QP V�DQVJGT�JGT� �JG�VQNF�VJG�UGEWTKV[�IWCTFU�� UJG U�RTC[KPI� �

�
� 9JKNG�OCP[�QH�WU�YGTG�DGIKPPKPI�VQ�TGCF�VJKU�NKVWTIKECN�[GCT U�E[ENG�HTQO�,QD�C�
HGY�YGGMU�CIQ��VJG�,GYKUJ�0GY�;GCT�EGNGDTCVGF�KVU�CPPWCN�TGCFKPI�QH�,QPCJ��#PF�
,QPCJ��YJQ�FGOCPFU�VQ�MPQY�HTQO�)QF�YJ[�IQQF�VJKPIU�JCRRGP�VQ�DCF�RGQRNG��GPFU�
JKU�CTIWOGPV�YKVJ�)QF�VJG�UCOG�YC[�VJCV�,QD�FQGU��CU�JG�FGOCPFU�VQ�MPQY�HTQO�)QF�
YJ[�DCF�VJKPIU�JCRRGP�VQ�IQQF�RGQRNG��6JG[�DQVJ�GPF�D[�UKVVKPI�QP�C�RKNG�QH�FWUV�CPF�
CUJGU��&GURKVG�OCP[�QH�QWT�EWTTGPV�EJWTEJGU �VGPFGPEKGU��,QD U�ITKRG�CICKPUV�)QF�KU�LWUV�
CU�NGIKVKOCVG�CU�,QPCJ U�CU�VJG[�CFFTGUU�VJG�UCOG�KUUWG�HTQO�QRRQUKVG�CPINGU��#PF�,QD�
MPQYU�VJKU��JQNFU�QP�VQ�VJKU�HQT����EJCRVGTU�WPVKN�JG�KU�VTCPUHQTOGF�HTQO�VJKU�KP�QWT�
TGCFKPI�VJKU�OQTPKPI��
�
� 6JKU�HKPCN�UGPVGPEG�HTQO�,QD�KP������KU�CEVWCNN[�COQPI�VJG�OQUV�FGDCVGF�KP�VJG�
*GDTGY�$KDNG�YKVJ�QPG�EQOOGPVCT[�EQWPVKPI�PQ�NGUU�VJCP�HKXG�RQUUKDNG�YC[U�VQ�
KPVGTRTGV�VJG�QTKIKPCN�NCPIWCIG�

�

�+P�RCTV��VJKU�JCU�VQ�FQ�YKVJ�VJG�CODKIWKV[�CU�VQ�
YJGVJGT�,QD�UVCVGU�VJCV�JG�KU�QH�FWUV�CPF�CUJGU�CPF�VJWU�CFOKVVKPI�JKU�JWOCP�HTCKNV[�CU�C�
EJKNF�QH�#FCO�QT�QP�FWUV�CPF�CUJGU�CPF�KP�OQWTPKPI�NKMG�,QPCJ��*QYGXGT��GXGP�CV�VJG�
DGIKPPKPI�QH�VJKU�UCOG�UGPVGPEG��,QD U�YQTFU�CTG�OQTG�ET[RVKE��/QUV�QH�QWT�VTCPUNCVKQPU�
YKNN�JCXG�JKO�UC[�VJCV�JG�FGURKUGU�JKOUGNH�CPF�TGNGPVU�QT�TGVTCEVU�JKU�FGOCPFU�HQT�

                                                 
2 “God” is ‘elohim (~yhi_l{a/), the God of mercy, while “Adonai,” LORD, or YHWH 

(hw"Ühy) is the God of justice. R. Shemuel bar Nahman, Genesis Rabba XXX:3 in Michael Fishbane, 
Biblical Text and Texture: A Literary Reading of Selected Texts (Oxford, England: One World 
Publications, 1998), 148, n. 6:3. 

3 Carol A. Newsom, “The Book of Job: Introduction, Commentary, and Reflections,” in The New 
Interpreter’s Bible in Twelve Volumes, Volume Four (Nashville, Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 1996), 629. 
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LWUVKEG�DGHQTG�CPF�HTQO�)QF�
�

�*QYGXGT��VJKU�KU�PQV�KP�VJG�*GDTGY�VGZV��KV�KU�PQV�UCKF�VQ�
YJCV�DQVJ�QH�VJGUG�XGTDU� � FGURKUG �CPF� TGNGPV � �CTG�TGHGTTKPI��9JKNG�OCP[�QWT�
VTCPUNCVKQPU�JCXG�VTKGF�VQ�HKNN�KP�VJG�ICRU��,QD��KP�HCEV��FQGU�PQV�UC[�YJCV�QT�YJQ�JG�
FGURKUGU�CPF�YJCV�QT�YJQ�JG�TGNGPVU�

�

�
�
� 4GECNN�HTQO�[QWT�.GPVGP�TGCFKPI�ITQWR�C�YJKNG�CIQ�VJCV��CEEQTFKPI�VQ�)WUVCXQ�
)WVKÃTTG\ U�EQOOGPVCT[�1P�,QD��VJKU�HKPCN�URGGEJ�OCTMU�,QD U�UJKHV�HTQO�URGCMKPI�
RTQRJGVKECNN[��HTQO�OGTGN[�FGOCPFKPI�LWUVKEG��VQ�URGCMKPI�EQPVGORNCVKXGN[��6JKU�
ENKOCVKE�UJKHV�KU�WPNQEMGF�KP�VJKU�ET[RVKE�UGPVGPEG��7PVKN�VJKU�OQOGPV�,QD��KP�VJG�
RTGXKQWU����EJCRVGTU��JCU�DGGP�RTQHGUUKPI�JKU�KPPQEGPEG�CPF�FGOCPFKPI�CP�GZRNCPCVKQP�
HTQO�)QF�CU�VQ�YJ[��CHVGT�JG�JCU�FQPG�GXGT[VJKPI�TKIJV��JG�UJQWNF�UWHHGT��*G�JCU�
CFJGTGF�VQ�VJG�GVJKEU�QH�&GWVGTQPQO[�CPF��VJWU��UJQWNF�DG�TGCRKPI�IQQF�CPF�PQV�GXKN��
*KU�EQORNCKPV��WPVKN�PQY��JCU�DGGP�C�NGICN�QPG��*G�JCU��KP�GUUGPEG��DQWIJV�VJG�2TC[GT�QH�
,CDG\��PQV�QPN[�VQ�PQ�CXCKN�DWV�VQ�JKU�QYP�FGVTKOGPV��CPF�PQY�JG�YCPVU�JKU�OQPG[�
DCEM��,QD�OCKPVCKPU�JKU�EWUVQOGT�EQORNCKPV�GXGP�YJGP�)QF�HKPCNN[�TGURQPFU�VQ�JKO��
*QYGXGT��)QF�FQGU�PQV�CPUYGT�JKU�SWGUVKQPU�CDQWV�LWUVKEG��+PUVGCF��)QF�CRRGCTU�VQ�
DGI�VJGO�QHH�D[�USWKUJKPI�,QD�TJGVQTKECNN[�NKMG�C�DWI�� 9JGTG�YGTG�[QW�YJGP�+�
UGRCTCVGF�VJG�YCVGTU�CPF�JCOOGTGF�QWV�VJG�HKTOCOGPV! �� &Q�[QW�UJCTG�VJG�RCKP�QH�C�
FQG�YJGP�UJG�NQQUGU�JGT�HCYP! �+P�GUUGPEG��)QF�VWTPU�VJG�SWGUVKQPU�DCEM�WRQP�,QD��
YJQ�FQ�[QW�VJKPM�VJCV�[QW�CTG! �9JCV�VJG�JGNN�MKPF�QH�CPUYGT�KU�VJCV!�

�
� )WVKÃTTG\�KU�SWKEM�VQ�RQKPV�QWV�VJG�KTQP[�CPF�UCTECUO�KP�)QF U�URGGEJ�VQ�,QD��
JQYGXGT�JG�CRRGCTU�VQ�OKUU��+�VJKPM��VJG�TGEKRTQECVGF�UCTECUO�QP�VJG�RCTV�QH�,QD�KP�JKU�
TGRN[�VQ�)QF�JGTG�KP�����$[�JGCTKPI�KTQP[�KP�,QD U�TGRN[�YG�ECP�PQVG�DGVVGT�VJCV�,QD�
UVKNN�YCPVU�VQ�JQNF�)QF�VQ�CEEQWPV�� QJ��+ O�UQ�UQTT[��[QW TG�UQ�DKI�CPF�+ O�UQ�UOCNN�
YJCV�EQWNF�+�RQUUKDN[�MPQY�CDQWV�RTQOKUGU�MGRV�CPF�RTQOKUGU�DTQMGP! �,QD U�
SWGUVKQPU�UVKNN�UVCPF�CPF�JG�UC[U�UQ�D[�PQV�CXQKFKPI�VJG�WPUCKF�DWV�GPUWTKPI�
WPRTQPQWPEGCDNG�TQQO�HQT�KV��;QW�UGG��QP�QPG�JCPF��KH�,QD�UWTTGPFGTU�JKU�CTIWOGPV��
GXGP�WPFGT�FKXKPG�KPVKOKFCVKQP��JG�UKFGU�YKVJ�KU�HTKGPFU�YJQ�VTKGF�KP�RTGXKQWU�EJCRVGTU�
VQ�EQPXKPEG�JKO�QH�JKU�HCWNV��JKU�NCEM�QH�KPPQEGPEG��CPF�VJGTGHQTG�CP[�TKIJV�VQ�C�ENCKO�
HQT�LWUVKEG��*G�FQGU�PQV��KP�JKU�NCUV�UGPVGPEG��TGECPV�JKU�ENCKO�PQT�FGURKUG�JKOUGNH��1P�VJG�
QVJGT�JCPF��KH�JG�RTGUUGU�JKU�ITKGXCPEG�HWTVJGT��FKTGEVN[�PQY�DGHQTG�)QF U�HCEG��D[�
FGPQWPEKPI�)QF�D[�PCOG�,QD�YQWNF�HQNNQY�JKU�YKHG U�CFXKEG�VQ� LWUV�EWTUG�)QF�CPF�
FKG� �+PUVGCF��,QD�RTGUUGU�JKU�ECUG�HQT�LWUVKEG�DGHQTG�)QF�DWV��TCVJGT�VJCP�FGURKUKPI�CPF�
TGECPVKPI�)QF�D[�PCOG��JG�FQGU�UQ�D[�NGCXKPI�VJG�URCEG�DNCPM��C�XQKF��C�UKNGPEG�HQT�VJG�
WPURGCMCDNG��HQT�VJG�QPN[�VJKPI�VJCV�ECPPQV�DG�VTWN[�UCKF��)QF U�UCETGF�PCOG�TGXGCNGF�

                                                 
4 While I agree with most of Gutiérrez’s take on the Book of Job I disagree with how he fills in 

these gaps even though his reasons are more justified based on the Hebrew text than those translations 
which merely insert the reflexive pronoun “myself.” Gustavo Gutiérrez, On Job: God-Talk and the 
Suffering of the Innocent, Matthew J. O’Connell, trans. (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1987), 86-87. 

5 p `rp,ae(w" rp"ï['-l[; yTim.x;_nIw> sa;äm.a, !Keâ-l[;  WTT Job 
42:6 
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VQ�/QUGU�QP�/V��5KPCK��VJG�UCETGF�RGTUQPCN�PCOG�QH�VJCV�)QF�QH�VTWG�LWUVKEG� �JGPEG��
VJG�NCEM�QH�CP�GZRNKEKV�TGHGTGPEG�CHVGT�VJGUG�VYQ�CODKIWQWU�XGTDU��
�
� $WV�OQTG�KORQTVCPVN[��VJKU�UGEQPF�CPF�HKPCN�ENCKO�HQT�LWUVKEG�KP����YJGTG�,QD�
URGCMU�EQPVGORNCVKXGN[�CHVGT�)QF U�TGRN[�OCTMU�C�VTCPUHQTOCVKQP�HTQO�C�OGTG�NGICN�
FGOCPF�HQT�LWUVKEG�YJGP��DGHQTG��,QD�URQMG�QPN[�RTQRJGVKECNN[��,QD U�GPEQWPVGT�YKVJ�
)QF�HQTEGU�JKO�VQ�UGG�VJG�EQUOQU�CPGY��,QD�PQY�WPFGTUVCPFU��CU�)WVKÃTTG\�GZRNCKPU�KV��
VJCV�JKU�RTGXKQWU�NGICN�WPFGTUVCPFKPI�QH�LWUVKEG�YCU�NKOKVGF�VQ�VJG�YQTNF�QH�ECWUGU�CPF�
GHHGEVU��[QW�FQ�IQQF�VQ�TGEGKXG�IQQF��[QW�FQ�GXKN��[QW�UWHHGT�GXKN��$WV�)QF�JCU�PQY�
UJQYP�,QD�VJCV�FKXKPG�LWUVKEG��GXGP�KP�VJG�YQTNF�QH�ECWUGU�CPF�GHHGEVU��OWUV�GOGTIG�
HTQO�CPF�TGUV�WRQP�C�YKFGT�UEQRG�QH�TCFKECN�HTGGFQO�CPF�ITCEKQWU�NQXG��,QD�OQXGU�
DG[QPF�JKU�OGTG�EWUVQOGT�EQORNCKPV�DGECWUG�JG�TGCNK\GU�VJCV�JKU�ENCKO�KU�PQ�NQPIGT�
CDQWV�NGICN�LWUVKEG�DWV�LWUVKEG�CPF�ITCEKQWUPGUU��)QF��JCU�PQV�CRRCTGPVN[�DTQMGP�CP[�
RTQOKUG�QT�EQPVTCEV��DWV�TCVJGT�,QD��NKMG�C�RCTGPV�KP�OQWTPKPI�VJTQYKPI�TQEMU�CV�C�
JQN[�KOCIG��ECP�PQY�TGEQIPK\G�VJCV�)QF�JCU�DTQMGP�,QD U�JGCTV��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
� +V�KU�YKVJ�VJKU�WPFGTUVCPFKPI�QH�,QD U�HKPCN�YQTFU�VJCV�YG�ECP�DGVVGT�JGCT�,GUWU �
YQTFU�VQ�VJG�DNKPF�OCP�KP�/CTM��,QD�KU�PQV��CU�OCP[�%JTKUVKCPU�YQWNF�WPFGTUVCPF�
JKO��C�V[RG�QH�UWHHGTKPI�%JTKUV��+PUVGCF��YKVJ�WU�TGCFKPI�QWT�*GDTGY�UETKRVWTG�KPVQ�VJG�
IQURGNU��YG�UJQWNF�WPFGTUVCPF�VJG�DNKPF�OCP�CU�C�V[RG�QH�,QD��YKVJ�,QD�OQUV�HWNN[�
YTGUVNKPI�YKVJ�QPG�QH�JWOCPKV[ U�OQUV�GPFWTKPI�ITKRGU��#PF�,QD�RTQXKFGU�HQT�WU�C�
FGUETKRVKQP�QH�VJG�RTQDNGO�QH�YCPVKPI�VQ�UGG�VTWG�LWUVKEG�CPF�TKIJV�TGNCVKQPUJKRU�KP�
QDVWUG�VGTOU�QH�ECWUG�CPF�GHHGEV��KP�VGTOU�QH�EQPVTCEVKDNG�QDNKICVKQP�QT� FGUGTXG� �,GUWU �
YQTFU�VQ�VJG�DNKPF�OCP��VGNNKPI�JKO�VJCV�JKU� HCKVJ�JCU�OCFG�JKO�YGNN� �CPPQWPEGU�VJCV�
CP[�RTQUETKRVKQP�QT�UQNWVKQP�OWUV�DG�DCUGF�QP�HCKVJ��$WV� HCKVJ�KP�QT�QP�YJCV! �CU�VJG�
DNKPF�OCP U�HCKVJ�CEEQTFKPI�VQ�,GUWU� �PQY�VJG�HKPCN�MG[�VQ�WPFGTUVCPFKPI�VJGUG�
UETKRVWTGU� �CRRGCTU�CU�CODKIWQWU�CU�,QD U�HKPCN�YQTFU��CU�KV�VQQ�NGCXGU�KVU�TGHGTGPEG�
UKNGPV��
�
� 5RGNNKPI�QWV�YJCV�)WVKÃTTG\�OKIJV�OGCP�D[� EQPVGORNCVKXG �OKIJV�JGNR�HKNN�KP�
VJKU�UKNGPEG�QH�HCKVJ� KP�YJCV� �#�OGFKGXCN�EQPVGORNCVKXG�OQPM�QPEG�VCWIJV�C�HQWT�
UVCIG�RCVJ�HQT�VJG�CUUGPV�QH�VJG�%JTKUVKCP U�UQWN�VQYCTF�)QF��

��� +P�VJG�HKTUV�UVCIG�YG�NQXG�QWTUGNXGU�HQT�VJG�NQXG�CPF�UCMG�QH�QWTUGNXGU��NKMG�VJG�
UGNHKUJPGUU�QH�EJKNFTGP��
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��� 0GZV��CU�YG�NGCTP�QH�VJG�YQTNF�QH�ECWUGU�CPF�GHHGEVU�YKVJ�VJG�DNGUUKPIU�CPF�
YTCVJ�QH�)QF��YG�UJKHV�VQ�NQXG�)QF�HQT�VJG�NQXG�CPF�UCMG�QH�QWTUGNXGU��VQ�TGCR�
TGYCTF�CPF�CXQKF�RWPKUJOGPV��

��� #V�VJG�VJKTF�UVCIG��NKMG�CEVKXKUVU�YJQ�UCETKHKEG�VJGKT�HCOKN[�NKXGU�HQT� VJG�ECWUG �
QT�RCTGPVU�YJQ�NKXG�CP�WPHKNNGF�RGTUQPCN�NKXGU�DGECWUG�VJG[�IKXG�GXGT[VJKPI�QH�
VJGOUGNXGU�VQ�VJGKT�URQWUG�CPF�EJKNFTGP��YG�VT[�VQ�NQXG�)QF�HQT�VJG�NQXG�CPF�
UCMG�QH�)QF��CP�CVVGORV�VQ�EQORNGVGN[�GORV[�QWV�QPG U�UGNH�VQ�)QF��

��� *QYGXGT��GXGP�VJQWIJ�OCP[�OKIJV�OKUVCMGPN[�VJKPM�VJCV�VJG�VJKTF�UVCIG�KU�VJG�
NCUV�CPF�JKIJGUV�UVCIG��KP�VJG�HQWTVJ�UVCIG�YG��KP�HCEV��NGCTP�VQ�NQXG�QWTUGNXGU�PQV�
HQT�QWTUGNXGU�CU�KP�VJG�HKTUV�UVCIG�DWV�HQT�VJG�NQXG�CPF�UCMG�QH�)QF��YG�NQXG��
VTWUV��CPF�JCXG�HCKVJ�KP�QWTUGNXGU�CU�)QF�NQXGU��VTWUVU��CPF�JCU�HCKVJ�KP�WU�

�

�6JKU�
KU�VJG�HCKVJHWN�LWUVKEG�TGCNK\GF�D[�C�EQPVGORNCVKXG�,QD�CPF�VJG�TGUVQTCVKXG�HCKVJ�
UGGP�KP�VJG�DNKPF�OCP�D[�,GUWU��

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
� #U�%JTKUVKCPU�YG�NKXG�KP�C�YQTNF�QH�ECWUGU�CPF�GHHGEVU��QH�EQPVTCEVKDNG�
TGNCVKQPUJKRU�YJKEJ�YG�OC[�GPVGT�KPVQ�KP�IQQF�HCKVJ�CPF�NGCXG�KP�IQQF�HCKVJ��6JKU�OC[�
DG�CU�FGNKIJVHWN�CU�TCKUKPI�CPF�YGCPKPI�EJKNFTGP�QT�CU�RCKPHWN�CU�OCTTKCIG�CPF�FKXQTEG��
QT�ECNNKPI�CPF�FKUOKUUKPI�C�OKPKUVGT��*QYGXGT��CU�RGQRNG�QH�)QF�KP�RCTVKEWNCT��YG�CTG�
ECNNGF�VQ�GPUWTG�VJCV�VJG�YCZKPI�CPF�YCPKPI�QH�VJGUG�TGNCVKQPUJKRU�TGUV�YKVJKP�C�YKFGT�
CVVKVWFG�QH�ITCEKQWU�NQXG��
�
� +�YQWNF�KOCIKPG�VJCV��TGICTFNGUU�QH�YJGTG�[QW�GOQVKQPCNN[�CTG�QT�YJCV�[QW�
VJKPM�CDQWV�VJG�ECNNKPI�CPF�FKUOKUUKPI�QH�%NCKT��GXGT[QPG�KPXGUVGF�KP�VJKU�EQPITGICVKQP�
KU�RTQDCDN[�UC[KPI�VJG�GZCEV�UCOG�VJKPI��#PF�GXGP�VJQWIJ�+�JCXG�PGXGT�URQMGP�VQ�JGT�
GKVJGT�FKTGEVN[�QT�KPFKTGEVN[��+�YQWNF�KOCIKPG�UJG�KU�UC[KPI�VJG�UCOG�VJKPI�VQ�JGTUGNH��
+�FKFP V�FGUGTXG�VJKU� �

�

                                                 
6 Bernard of Clairvaux, “On Loving God,” Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works, G.R. Evans, 

trans. (New York, New York: Paulist Press, 1987), 173-205. 
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;QW�URGPV�QXGT�VYQ�[GCTU�UGCTEJKPI��FKUEGTPKPI��GPXKUKQPKPI��CPF�RTC[KPI�CNN�
CNQPI�VJG�YC[��CDKFKPI�D[�VJG�RTQEGUU�RTQUETKDGF�D[�VJG�+NNKPQKU�EQPHGTGPEG��CPF�
RTQDCDN[�IGPWKPGN[�HGNV�NGCF�D[�VJG�5RKTKV�VQ�ECNN�JGT�CU�[QWT�RCUVQT��
9G�FKF�GXGT[VJKPI�TKIJV��YG�FKFP V�FGUGTXG�VJKU� �

�
#PF�[QW�JCXG�RTQDCDN[��WPFGTUVCPFCDN[��NQUV�OQTG�VJCP�C�NKVVNG�HCKVJ��KH�PQV�KP�

)QF�QT�KP�VJG�EQPHGTGPEG�QT�VJG�RTQEGUU�KVUGNH�VJGP��CV�VJG�XGT[�NGCUV��KP�[QWTUGNXGU��
#PF�KV�KU�RTGEKUGN[�VJKU�HCKVJ�VJCV�[QW�PGGF�VQ�VCMG�VJG�VKOG�CPF�CKO�VQ�TGUVQTG�DGHQTG�
CPF�CU�[QW�DGIKP�VQ�UGCTEJ�CPF�ECNN�C�PGY�OKPKUVGT��+V�KU�VJKU�HCKVJ�VJCV�UWUVCKPU�[QW�CU�
EQPVGORNCVKXG�CEVKXKUVU�CPF�RTQRJGVKE�XQKEGU�KP�%JKECIQ�KTTGURGEVKXG�QH�YJQ�[QW�ECNN�
CPF�YJGVJGT�QT�PQV�[QW�IGV�YJCV�[QW�HGGN�VJCV�[QW�FGUGTXG��$GECWUG� FGUGTXG� �YGNN� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
%HQHGLFWLRQ�

/C[�)QF�FKUVWTD�[QW�CPF�VTQWDNG�[QW��
/C[�)QF�UGV�CP�KORQUUKDNG�VCUM�DGHQTG�[QW�CPF�FCTG�[QW�VQ�OGGV�KV��
/C[�)QF�IKXG�[QW�UVTGPIVJ�VQ�FQ�[QWT�DGUV��CPF�VJGP��DWV�QPN[�VJGP��
/C[�)QF�IKXG�[QW�RGCEG��#OGP��
#PQP[OQWU��


